GHS News

Autumn Term 2019

Welcome to the first Autumn Term edition of our newsletter, which features many facets of the enriched school life
our students receive. Please also try to follow us on social media as this keeps you in touch with almost daily news
from school.
We are delighted to inform you that Greenbank was once again the highest performing school in Sefton in 2019 in
both the progress made by students regardless of their ability and attainment, which means on average girls,
achieved the highest average grades over their best eight subjects they studied. This is both testimony to the hard
work of their students and the high quality of teaching and support they received over time. Well done everyone!
We look forward to welcoming the leavers back to Awards Evening on 28th November.
Thank you very much for the excellent attendance at the Curriculum Parent Evenings in September to map the year
ahead for your child and gain expert advice. We have recently updated our Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy,
which can be found by following this link. This policy is to protect children both within and outside school hours with
a lot of useful numbers and information to support all in safeguarding our community. We are currently pleased
that attendance is at 96%, which is one percent above the government target and ensures that the vast majority of
our students will have an excellent opportunity to realise their potential in school.
We have been delighted with how Year 7 have settled into life at Greenbank with the most popular phrase being ‘I
love it!’ when asked about how they are finding their new school. They have really embraced Greenbank life
attending multiple clubs and working really hard. Thank you to the teachers and support staff who go the ‘extra
mile’ in running clubs for all students. You can find the timetable on our website by following this link.
We were delighted to receive the NACE (National Able Children n Education) Challenge Award after undergoing a
rigorous quality assurance exercise analysing provision and outcomes for More Able children and how this extends
to all students. The feedback was amazing with two highlights being “The school’s motto ‘Inspire, Care, Achieve’
permeates every aspect of school life and as one parent commented ‘this is a nurturing school – it hooks you in as
you walk through the door” and “Students are confident and aspirational individuals who are extremely wellsupported and celebrated. They are eager learners and very proud of their school.”
We have just released a new school video, which can be watched through following this link. Nearly three thousand
people have already watched it and I would like to thank all who were involved in its production. It really captures
life at Greenbank!
We would be grateful if you would complete the online
OFSTED Parent View form by following this link to support
your school. This will complement the feedback you give us at
Parents Evenings in the New Year.
Thank you once again to our fantastic PTA who have recently
funded so many items for our school community such as
reward badges. We would be grateful if could you support our
fundraising by attending the Christmas Market on 21st
November.
We look forward to an exciting half term ahead and please find
the important dates for your diary at the end of the newsletter.

I Raikes (Headteacher)
@GrenbankHighSchool

Awards Evening

On 17th October, we celebrated with over 200 students and their parents and carers at our annual awards ceremony
for current Years 8 -11. A wide range of awards were distributed ranging from 100% attendance certificates and
badges to subject prizes. We also celebrated, for the first time, students who achieved the new Duke of York IDEA
(Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award) at Bronze and Silver level.

Headteacher’s Breakfast

Well done to all students who were invited to the Headteacher’s Breakfast on 18th October for a wide range of
reasons such as service to school to outstanding effort.

Secretary of State for Education visits Greenbank

We were pleased to welcome Gavin Williamson MP, the Secretary of State for Education to Greenbank on 11th
October. He took questions from the school council regarding the curriculum, university fees and pupil premium
funding which he promised would continue. He also took questions about life in the Cabinet and Westminster.

Duke of Edinburgh Award Silver Expeditions

Two Silver finals took place in September. Both had their ups and downs with the weather! Mold in Wales was
beautiful as usual and the gruelling climb to the finish at the top of Moel Famau, was the highlight. All groups felt
tears, laughter and a sense of achievement as they reached the summit. Rivington was equally spectacular and
exhausting. The weather had been particular wet the week before and some of the footpaths that pass through
farmers’ fields were extremely muddy. Boots that were not tied properly were soon sucked off feet and left for
teammates to retrieve. Staff and students were chased by cows but this all added to the sense of adventure had by
all. Sixty students took part over the two weekends and all easily passed their expedition section of their Silver
Award. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the students and their parents, for supporting them, for
being amazing and dedicated to the Award. Thanks to all the staff that have taken part this year, giving up their free
time to make it possible for me and the school to run the Duke of Edinburgh Award. I really could not do it without
all their support.
Mrs Minshull – Duke of Edinburgh Manager

Careers @ GHS

We have had a busy start to the year for Careers. Year 8 undertook an Enterprise Challenge in school with Air
Products and our winning team will go forward to represent the school at the final in London next year.
Congratulations Grace Gibson, Lola Pierce, Fatmanur Illusoy, Margot Irvine, Heidi Atkinson and Gracie Baines.
Year 9 are getting the chance this year to get out and about looking at college and university options for the future,
so far we've had a brilliant Medical marvels day at Southport College, a Social Enterprise day at Edge Hill, a tour and

presentation by our inspiring enterprise adviser EFT Systems and we've got days lined up before Christmas looking at
Forensic Science, Catering, Textiles, Careers in the Creative sector and childcare.
Year 9, 10 and 11 also got the chance to attend the Careers Fair with the chance to talk to 27+ local colleges, sixth
forms, universities, local employers, and training providers about opportunities for the future.
Year 11 have been attending information sessions throughout PDT covering most academic and vocational areas,
talks on medicine, college and sixth form assemblies, all to help them decide on their chosen course for next year
and tying in with individual career guidance interviews. We hear that colleges have seen large numbers of students
out and about looking and colleges and sixth forms, ready for next year and to help with this we have our annual
Mock Interviews taking place this week, always fantastically supported by local companies.
Everyone works hard to make sure students are ready for their next steps after Greenbank and in turn, we all have a
great time watching them explore and grow in confidence for that next big step.
We would like to recognise and thank the support we have had over the last half term, the following colleges,
universities, employers... have worked with students to help prepare them for life after Greenbank:
Southport College - Kym Carroll you are a star, KGV College, Runshaw College, Winstanley College, Cardinal Newman
College, Merchant Taylors 6th Form, University of Liverpool - Maths School, EFT Systems (our lovely ex-pupil Molly),
Edge Hill University, Hope University, UTC Life Science, LIPA, The Howgego family and friends, Sefton Council, LCR
Apprenticeship Hub, Fletchers Solicitors, Progress to Excellence, NHS, NSG Group, RAF, Army, Royal Navy, West
Lancs College, Air Products, The Atkinson, Cambridge and Oxford University, Merseyside Police, David Campbell,
InvestIn, MCDT, Myerscough College, City Of Liverpool College, Christ the King Sixth Form, Range High Sixth Form ,
Chester University, UCLAN and that's just this half-term, phew!! Thank you all.
Ms Jo Edwards - Independent Careers Adviser

RRS Sir David Attenborough - Geography visit

On Friday 27th September, a selection of Year 8 students attended 'Ice worlds' - an immersive and exciting festival
of discovery to celebrate the official naming of the new polar research ship for Britain in association with the British
Antarctic Survey and Cammell Laird Shipyard. With the hope of inspiring young people and giving them, a glimpse of
what their future might be.
During the event, students participated in a number of interactive 'engagement' stations. These included polar
robotics, Antarctica marine engineering, tides and life at sea and ice core excavation to name but a few.
In addition, students attended a presentation from the chief female engineer of the RRS Sir David Attenborough
displaying the engineering requirements to operate and maintain the vessel at sea.
The students were fantastic ambassadors for the school and thoroughly enjoyed this once in a lifetime experience,
despite Sir David Attenborough's non-attendance.
#RRSSirDavidAttenborough

Geography department #FridayForFuture event

Friday 20th September marked the biggest global strike for climate change the world had ever seen. Greta Thunberg,
a teenage climate activist, inspired the global event with 156 countries participating in #FridayForFuture.
The Geography department wanted to support the cause in order to raise awareness of the urgency needed to save
our planet and protect the Earth for future generations.
Throughout the day, Geography hosted a number of activities. During PDT Year 7, 8 and 9 completed a climate
change quiz. Congratulations to 7L, 8H, 9C, 9F and 9T for the highest scores in your year group. And a special
congratulations to 7L for achieving the highest score across the entire school!
Eco-leaders, at break time, hosted a cake sale to help raise money for the schools eco-fund to implement greener
alternatives to the canteen. With a total amount of £87.00 raised!
At lunchtime, many students created posters to raise awareness of the impacts of climate change whilst watching a
collection of Greta Thunberg's speeches. In addition some students researched their environmental footprint, by
completing the https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/ quiz.
It was fantastic to see a large number of students participate throughout the course of the day. So, whilst we may
have not been able to join the protests in Liverpool it did not stop us participating in school!
#FridayForFuture.

Geography awarded SGQM from the Geographical Association, 2019-2022

The Geography department are delighted to have been awarded the Geographical Association's Secondary
Geography Quality Mark 2019-2022. We are proud to have received this prestigious award for the third time in the
last nine years.
The SGQM is an award that recognises quality and progress in geography leadership, curriculum development and
learning and teaching in schools.

The Geographical Association provided extremely complimentary feedback, which stated 'It is great to see a
department that continues to strive for a high-quality geography education, and is so committed to helping students
achieve excellent examination results for their next steps. Your data illustrates exceptional outcomes for your
students, reflected through your Progress 8 scores and GCSE attainment figures.'
We are also delighted that Miss Peppin and Miss Quigley have recently been accredited as United Nations
Accredited Climate Change Teachers.
The department would like to take the time to thank its staff and students for their hard work and dedication which
made this prestigious award possible.
Miss Peppin – Assistant Subject Leader of Geography

House news

The first half term has passed in a bit of a blur for some of the houses who have kicked off their fund raising for their
house charities; some of which have been changed this year. Keller are supporting Scotty’s Little Soldiers. Bronte
are supporting the Southport Offshore Rescue Trust and Pankhurst are aiding Light for Life.
Students in Year 7, across all 6 of the houses, have taken part in a sponsored skip event, happily attempting to
complete the most skips in 2 minutes and introducing them to the team work of the house system. Sponsor money
has been arriving in. If you have a daughter in Year 7 who took part, please can she be reminded to pay her money
in to the Finance Office this week. House points are available to those who do so and prizes may be on offer too.
These will be awarded with prizes for the most house points at the next house assembly.
Seacole ended the half term with a pumpkin carving competition and a cake sale. Ms Gouldbourne is also giving girls
the chance to have a treat with a sweet lucky dip. Before Christmas they will hold some special Christmas movie
nights and provide face painting on Christmas Jumper Day.
Pankhurst ran a photographic treasure hunt to see who knew the school buildings well, by identifying where photos
at strange and odd angles had been taken. A giant hamper full of delicious goodies went to the winner.
Talking of hampers; Hepburn House Captains began selling raffle tickets at the recent awards evening for the chance
to win some fabulous prizes such as a Christmas food hamper, gift vouchers for Remedy and a giant cuddly teddy
bear. Don’t worry, you haven’t missed out. House Captains will also be attending GCSE awards evening on 28th
November and the dance show in December so you have plenty of opportunity to get your tickets and help UNICEF.
Curie are going to be raffling off a hamper of pampering treats before Christmas and Bronte plan on having their
highly successful sweet tombola once more.
As for Keller – watch this space! Not only are they planning on providing popcorn next month, they are also going to
be running a competition to name the new feathered additions to the house; four friendly chickens who are
providing eggs to the DT kitchens.

The next big event is the House Talent Show at the end of November and House Leaders are hoping to see a wide
variety of girls with excellent and unusual talents, sign up for auditions when we return. Notices are already up for
girls to put themselves forward and start off the Christmas term with a flourish.
Mrs Moran – House Co-ordinator

Drama

We were very lucky to have a visit from professional theatre director David Siebert this term. David has worked on
theatre all over the UK, in the West End and with the Royal Shakespeare Company in Stratford Upon Avon. Most
recently, he has directed The King and I in Japan and is now currently touring the UK with the same production. He
spoke to GCSE Drama students in Year 9, 10 and 11 about what it's like to have a career in the theatre. His talk was
frank, interesting and humorous and our students were all thoroughly engaged and hopefully learned a lot about the
profession.
Rehearsals are now underway for our next School Production, a musical adaptation of George Orwell’s famous novel
Animal Farm. Congratulations to all the girls who were successful in gaining a role in the cast-the standard at
auditions was incredibly high. The girls have made an enthusiastic start to rehearsals but know there is a lot of hard
work to be done!
Mrs Palmer has been working tirelessly with her show band since the start of term. We are very excited that they
will be accompanying the production this year.
Animal Farm is destined to be a real challenge but will undoubtedly be a rewarding experience for both cast and
crew - and it promises to be a powerful, thought-provoking and emotive production for audiences.
Animal Farm will run from Monday 10th until Wednesday 12th February 2020.
Miss Bloom – Subject Leader for Drama

Swimming

Congratulations to our intermediate team who were second in both medley and freestyle and our juniors who were
3rd in the Medley and 2ndin Freestyle at the English Schools Swimming Association Regional championships. Good
luck to the Junior Team who have made it to the national Medley Finals at the Olympic Pool in London on 16th
November.
Mrs Hill – Swimming Coach

Football

Congratulations on a tremendous performance by our Year 7 and 8 football team who won 7-3 against Bebington
High School in the 2nd round of the national cup.
Mr Wildman – Football Coach
Netball

Netball has been as popular as ever this year with over one hundred and twenty students from all years attending
Netball Club on a Tuesday evening and ninety Year 7 & 8 students attending Netball Club on a Thursday evening.
We have got off to a fantastic start in our first two matches against both Formby schools with all Year 7 teams
remaining unbeaten in their first games. All year groups have either won both sets of matches or at least one which
is very impressive.
We are the only school in the area to select and play four teams in Years 7 and 8. This is to allow as many girls as
possible to represent the school. Weather permitting, we will try to allow every pupil who attends from Year 7 to
play in a competitive match over the next few months.
We are absolutely astounded by the fantastic effort and commitment and a huge well done to all of the girls. A really
big thank you also to Kate Henderson who is a netball umpire and coach. She has been volunteering every Tuesday
and Thursday to help us cope with the high numbers of students and to try and take some of our best players to the
the next level.
All of the students who have paid their deposit for the Netball Greece Tour July 2020 have got a place on the trip, a
confirmation letter will be given out shortly.
We can’t wait to see all of the parents and students from Years 8-11 at our annual Sports Awards Evening on
Thursday 14th November.
Mrs Crowther – Acting Subject Leader for PE and Leading Teacher for More Able Gifted and Talented.

Hockey

Well done to our Year 8 Hockey Team who competed in the national Hockey Tournament on 16 th October. The girls
played exceptionally well in a very competitive tournament finishing fourth.

Public Speaking winners

Congratulations to our Year 9 Intermediate Public Speaking Team who won the Rotary Youth Speaks competition.
They were up against tough competition but the girls were once again sensational and fully deserving winners! The
Chairperson was Erin Day, proposer was Daisy Cocks and the opposer was Bethany Rose with the topic for the
debate being "Is exam culture the best way to test the students of today?" Some very interesting points were made
on both sides!
We have been working with students to develop their vocabulary through the use of a challenging ‘Word of the
Week.’ Parents and carers can support this through using the word at home as it is available weekly via our social
media.
Mrs Martland – Literacy Co-ordinator

Language Leaders

The new cohort of Language Leaders have been signed up! Enrichment day went very well and all students were
engaged and involved in all activities during the day. Their roles and responsibilities have already started and some
have already been out to primary schools to share their language knowledge.

Italian Day at Liverpool University

Fifteen Year 9 students attended a new Italian Day at Liverpool University. The day involved Italian language lessons,
cultural aspects and an Italian lunch.
Málaga Spanish Visit

The Málaga trip took place from October 23rd – 27th. We visited Granada, Málaga, Mijas, Puerto Banús and
Benalmádena. We also took part in Spanish lessons, flamenco lessons, tapas tasting and took a tour of the Gibralfaro
castle and Málaga cathedral. The trip was a huge success and enjoyed by all.

UCLAN visit

On Wednesday 25th September group of specially selected Y10 MFL students visited the University of Central
Lancashire, Preston to take part in a European Day of Languages event. The day consisted of culture talks, career
options and tours of the university campus and language facilities. During the afternoon, activities continued with
engaging talks and multiple taster sessions hosted in a wealth of world languages. Thank you to Miss Griffiths and
Mrs Lynch for running the visit.
French FLA

Our new French Foreign Language Assistant, Robin Basse, joined us at the start of October. He has a 12 hour per
week timetable working primarily with our KS4 exam classes but also with several classes in Y7 & Y8.

LILA Spanish students

We welcomed Spanish students from Vigo on Wednesday 25th September. They were with us for 3 weeks and
attended lessons with their English 'buddy'. They were placed with students from several different Spanish groups to
try and ensure that they attended a large variety of lessons and that they didn't all end up in the same place. The
Spanish students were very grateful for the opportunity and our girls found it very beneficial too.
Ms Aughton – Director of Learning for Languages

Important Dates for your Diary
7th November

Year 11 Whole Year group photograph and individual photographs

12th November

Geography Fieldwork Trip, Liverpool

13th November

Enrichment Day 2

14th November

Sports Awards Evening – 7pm in the Greenbank Theatre

16th November

Children in Need – Fundraising activities include ‘Sponge the staff’ in the stocks, Students
v Staff netball match and a Cake Sale (please make and donate lots of Pudsey cakes!)

19th November

Senior Youth Speaks Competition

21st November

Non-uniform Day in aid of Alder Hey Children’s Hospital – suggested donation is £1

21st November

PTA Christmas Market 6pm-9pm in the Greenbank Theatre

22nd November

Yr 9 & 10 Textiles trip to The Atkinson Southport

25th November

Year 11 Tutor and Friendship Groups Photographs

28th November

Leavers of 2019 Awards Ceremony – 7pm in the Greenbank Theatre

29th November

House Talent Show

2nd – 5th December

Year 11 PPE MFL Speaking Exams

9th – 20th December

Year 11 Pre- Public Examinations

9th December

All day rehearsals for Strictly Christmas

11th December

Christmas Dinner in the Canteen

12th December

Strictly Christmas Dance Show – 7pm in the Greenbank Theatre

17th December

Year 7 visit to the Pantomime in Liverpool

18th December

Literacy Leaders visit to Haworth

19th December

All day rehearsals for Winter Concert

19th December

Winter Concert – 7pm in the Greenbank Theatre

20th December

School finishes for the Christmas break at 12.25

